
 

 

A New Set of Alphabetical Indexes for Backpocket 
Words: Sharing the Essence of English Spelling! 

 
• An index of the base elements in the book.  
• An index of selected words discussed. 
• An index of the Latin, Greek, Old English and French etymons 

cited. 
• A general index of linguistic terms and concepts 

 
I have formatted these indexes just like the book itself so that you can print 
them out, trim them to size and tuck them into the back of your copy.   

 
Now you will be able to find your way back to any particular word, base, 
etymon, or linguistic term/concept that piqued your interest as you were 
reading: Where did I see those two-letter base elements <ge> and <me>? 
Where did I find derivatives of the Latin verb capere discussed?  Where were 
those investigations of dysentery and diarrhea? What were the examples of 
homographic bases where one was bound and another free? Where did the 
words <bureaucracy> or <intransigence> appear?  These indexes will answer 
such questions! 

 
Feel free to share this file freely with anyone you know who has the book, or 
might want to have it.  And if you find errors or have questions, please 
contact me at gailpvenable@gmail.com.   

 
If you do not have the book, it can be found at the following links: 

 
https://www.amazon.com//dp/1940722101.  Worldwide, type the 
Amazon site name and follow with //dp/1940722101 

 
onemonkeybooks.com/word-study 
 
kendorelearning.com/store/books-and-workbooks-c-2 
 
And in Australia:  
 
https://www.silvereye.com.au/backpocket-words/prod9636 
 
and 
 
 https://www.seelect.com.au   

http://www.amazon.com/dp/1940722101
https://www.silvereye.com.au/backpocket-words/prod9636
https://www.seelect.com.au/
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Index of Bases 
(with orthographic denotation) 

 
<acerb>  “harsh, bitter”  36 
<amphi>  “on both sides”  22, 23 
<anthem>  “flower”  30, 31 
<apt>  “fit, suited”  69-71 
<asper>  “rough”  55-57 
<aut>  “self”  53, 132-134 
<ballet>  “dance”  91 
<bi>  “life”  22-23 
<blem>  “throw”  67-68 
<blow>  “move air”  139, 149-152 
<bone>  “part of a skeleton”  151-

152 
<bureau>  “office, desk”  91, 92 
<calypse>  “cover, conceal”  88-90 
<calypt>  “cover, conceal”  88-90 
<cave>  “cave”  80 
<ceipt>  “take”  7-9 
<ceit>  “take”  7-9 
<ceive>  “take”  7-9 
<center>  “middle point”  122-126 
<centre>  “middle point”  122-126 
<cept>  “take”  7-9 
<circ>  “around”  20, 21 
<cerat>  “horn”  53, 54 
<chrys>  “gold”  30, 31 
<circ>  “around”  20 
<chthon>  “ground”  132-134 
<close>  “shut”  142-148 
<cole>  “filter, strain”  116-117 
<continue>  “be uninterrupted”  

93-95 
<cracy>  “rule, strength”  91, 92 
<crat>  “rule, strength  91, 92 

<dactyl>  “finger”  47-48, 50 
<di>  “two”  135, 136 
<dipl>  “double”  47, 48 
<embry>  “rudimentary fruit, 

ovary”  30, 31 
<enter>  “bowels”  25, 26 
<eu> “good, well”  27, 88-89 
<fice>  “make, do”  33-34 
<foli>  “leaf”  55 
<ge>  “earth”  23-24 
<gn>  “produce, beget”  42 
<gn>  “know”  43-44 
<gon>  “seed”  10-11 
<graph>  “mark”  23-24, 133-134, 

(also passim in “orthography, 
orthographic, orthographically, 
digraph, trigraph, monograph, 
bibliography, biography, 
homographic, lexicographer, 
paragraph”) 

<hem>  “blood”  10, 11 
<helic>  “spiral”..47 
<heter>  “different”  132-134 
<hilar>  “cheer, joy”  40-41 
<hort>  “encourage, urge”  38-39 
<i>  “go”  19-20 
<iatr>  “healer”  5-6 
<ig>  “drive, set in motion”  82-84 
<it>  “go”  20-21 
<late>  “bring, carry”  116-117 
<lege>  “pertaining to law”  33-35, 

75-76 
<lepid>  “scale”  47-48 
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<liqu>  “fluid”  96-97 
<log>/<loge>  “discourse”  25-26, 

133-134 
<mane>  “stay, dwell”  104 
<mane>  “flow”  105-106 
<mane>  “ardent admirer”  91, 106 
<me>  “pass”  15-18 
<mes>  “middle”  31 
<metr>  “measure”  23 
<meter>  “measure”  136 
<mine>  “project, overhang”  106-

107 
<mode>  “measure, manner”  114 
<mone>  “one”  136 
<nest>  “bird’s nest, snug, retreat”  

61, 62 
<nestle>  “build, live in nest”  61-

62 
<nose>  “disease”  133-134 
<nove>  “new”  112 
<odon>  “tooth”  50,51 
<omin>  “omen”  3, 69-71 
<onom>  “name”  28 
<onym>  “name”  27-28 
<ops>  “eye, face”  23-24, 53 
<opt>  “choose”  69-71 
<opt>  “seen, visible”  69 
<orbit>  “wheel, track”  38-39 
<ore>  “speak formally,  pray to, 

beseech”  70-71 
<ped>  “child”  6 
<phthong>  “sound of voice”  135-

136 
<phobe>  “fear”  6 
<phoenic>  “dark red”  47-48 
<pod>  “foot”  5-6 
<prive>  “individual”  75, 76 
<pseud>  “false”  27 
<psych>  “soul”  6 

<pter>  “wing”  47-49, 50-51 
<quad>  “four” 48 
<row>  “move through water with 

oars”  137-141 
<rrh>  “flow”  10-11 
<rude>  “rough, crude, unlearned”  

118-119 
<sacr>  “holy”  33-35 
<sal>  “jump”  85-87 
<sail>  “jump”  86 
<sault>  “jump”  86 
<saur>  “lizard”  50 
<scope>  “instrument for seeing”  

15 
<scorb>  “scurvy”  36 
<send>  “send, throw”  63 
<sent>  “feel”  64 
<sent>  “sent, thrown”  63 
<serve>  “serve”  130-131 
<serve>  “watch over, keep safe”  

130-131 
<sign>  “mark”  45-46 
<sile>  “jump”  85-87 
<sole>  “comfort”  127-128 
<sone>  “make a noise, sound”  

101-102 
<spire>  “breathe”  56 
<sult>  “jump”  86 
<tain>  “hold”  99-102 
<tene>  “hold”  99-102 
<tine>  “hold”  99-102 
<tent>  “hold”  99-102 
<tri>  “three”  135-136 
<trude>  “thrust, jut out”  109-110 
<truse>  “thrust, jut out”  109-110 
<tuber>  “swelling”  109 
<vape>  “moisture”  97 
<vine>  “vine”  13
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Index of Selected Words
abominable  71 
accommodate  114-115 
acerbic  36 
adapt  69-71 
adopt  69-71 
adore  69-70 
ambience  19 
amphibian  22-24 
apocalypse  88- 89 
apocalyptic  88-89 
ascorbic  36 
aspirate  11, 55-57 
assail  86 
assault  86 
autochthonous  132-134 
ballet  91-92 
benign  42 
biopsy  23 
blown  150-152 
bone  151-152 
bureau  91-92 
bureaucracy  91-92 
cave  80 
cavit  80 
center  124 
centre  123 
chrysanthemum  30-31 
circuitous  20-21 
closet  142-148 
collate  116-117 
collateral  116-117 
colony  117 
consonant  99-102 
continent  99-102 
continuous  93-95 

continuum  93-95 
crystal  32 
deprivation  76 
desultory  86 
diagnosis  44 
diarrhea  10-11 
diphthong  135-136 
disconsolate  128 
dysentery  25-26 
emanate  105-106 
enclosure  143-146 
epigean  23 
erudite  118-119 
eucalyptus  88-89 
exacerbate  36 
exasperate 55-57 
excavation  80 
exhilarating  40-41 
exhort  38-39 
exorbitant  38 
helicopter  47-49 
hemorrhoids  10-11 
hilarity  40-41 
ignoramus  120-121 
immanent  104-108 
imminent  104-108 
impermeable  15-17 
innovation  112 
inoculation  112-113 
intransigence  82 
irremeable  15-17 
liquor  96 
liqueur  96 
lucrative  122-126 
lucre  122-126 
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meatoscope  15-18 
navigation  82-84 
nest  61-62 
optical  69 
nestle  61-62 
nestling  61-62 
pandemonium  78-79 
pediatrician  5-6 
percolate  116-117 
permeate  15-17 
podiatrist  5-6 
privilege  34, 75-76 
problem  67-68 
prominent  106-108 
protrusion  109-110 
protuberance  109-110 
pseudonym  27 
pteranodon  50-52 
receipt  7-9 
receive  7-9 
reception  7-9 
recognition  43-44 
renovation  112-113 
represent  72-74 
resent  63-64 
reservation  130-131 
reservoir  130-131 
resigned  45-46 
resilience  85-87 
resound  72-74 
result  86 
sacred  33-35 
sacrifice  33-35 
sacrificial  33-35 
sacrilegious  33-35 
sacrilege  33-35 
salacious  86 
salience  85-86 
science  8 

sign  45 
solace  127-129 
sold  153 
solder  153-156 
soldier  153-156 
solid  153-156 
subservient  130-131 
synonym  27-28 
transient  19 
transitory  19-21 
vineyard  13 
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Index of Selected Etymons 
 

Latin 

scorbutus  “away from scurvy”  36 
abominari  “to deprecate as an ill 

omen”  71 
accommodatus  “very much in the 

manner of”  114 
acerbus  “harsh, bitter”  36 
aspirare  “(literally) to breathe 

toward”  56 
ambire  “to go around”  19 
aptus  “fit, suited”  69 
bene  “well”  42 
chrysanthemum  “golden flower”  

30 
asper  “rough”  55 
benignus  “kindly, kindhearted, 

friendly, generous”  42 
capere  “to take”  8-9 
celare  “to hide”  9 
centrum  “center”  123 
circumire  “to go around”  20 
clausum  “closed space, enclosure, 

confinement”  143-144 
cognoscere  “to know”  43 
colare  “to filter, strain”  

116 
colere  “to till, cultivate”  116, 117   
continēre  “to hold together”  99 
continuum  “continuum”  93, 94 
desultor  “a circus performer who 

specialized in jumping from one 
galloping horse to another”  86 

erudire  “to educate, teach, polish”  
118 

exorare  “to prevail upon”  70  
excavare  “to hollow out”  80 
exhilaratus  “cheerful, merry”  40  
exhortari  “to encourage or 

stimulate”  38 
exorbitare  “to go out of a wheel 

track”  38  
facere  “to make, do”  34 
ferre  “to carry, bring”  116 
gignere  “to bear, beget  42 
hilarare  “to make cheerful”  40 
ignis  “fire”  43 
ignorare  “to ignore”  120 
ignoramus  “We do not know.”  

120 
immĭnēre  “to project over or 

towards a thing, to bend or lean 
towards, overhang”  107 

ire, itum  “to go”  19 
irremeābilis  “from which one 

cannot return”  16 
lateralis  “side”  117 
lex, legis  “law”  75 
ligare  “to tie”  34 
lucrum  “gain, profit, advantage”  

125 
lucrativus  “gainful”  125 
manare  “to flow”  106 
manēre  “to stay, dwell”  104 
meare  “to go, pass”  15 
minēre  “to lean forward, project”  

107 
modus  “measure, manner”  114 
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navigare  “to sail, set sail”  82 
transigere  “to drive through to a 

settlement”  82 
novus  “new”  112 
oculus  “bud”  112, 113 
omen, ominis  “omen”  71 
optare  “to choose”  69 
orare  “to speak formally, pray, 

 beseech”  70 
peior  “worse”  126 
privus  “individual”  75 
privilegium  “law applying to one 

person”  75 
protrudere  “to thrust, drive on, 

burst forth, or jut out”  109 
protuberare  “to swell, bulge, grow 

forth”  109 
rancidus  “stinking”  97 
rancor  “a stinking smell”  97 
salire  “to jump”  85 
resilire  “to jump back”  85 
respirare  “to breathe back, 

exhale”  56 

rigidus “stiff”  97 
rigor “stiffness”  97 
rudis “unskilled, rough”  118 
sacrum “sacred object”  33 
sacrilegium “the stealing of sacred 

objects”  33 
sentire “to feel”  64 
servare “to watch over, keep safe”  

130 
servire  “to serve”  130 
signum  “mark”  45 
solari  “to console, soothe”  127 
solidare  “to make solid”  

155 
sonare  “to sound, make a noise”  

101 
spirare  “to breathe”  56 
tenēre  “to hold, keep, have”  99 
transire  “to cross over, hasten 

over”  19 
tubus  “tube, pipe”  109 
vapidus  “moist”  97 
vapor  “moisture”  97 
vinus  “wine”  13  
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Greek  
 
αἱμορροΐδες (haemorroides)  

“hemorrhoids”  11 
ἀμφίβιος (amphíbios)  “both kinds 

of life”  22 
ἀμφί (amphi)  “both kinds”  22 
ἄνθεμον (anthemon)  “flower, 

bloom”  30 
ἀνόδων, ἀνόδοντος (anodon, 

anodontos)  “toothless”  50 
ἀποκάλυψις (apokalypsis)  

“uncover”  89 
ἄστρον (astron)  “star”  68 
αὐτόχθων (autochthon)  “from 

the ground itself”  132 
βιος (bios)  “life”  22 
βλῆμα (blema)  “throw, cast”  67  
δαίμων (daimōn)  “demon”  8 
δῆμ(ος) (demos)  “people”  78 
δια-  “through”  11 
διάρροια (diarrhoea)  “diarrhea”  

11 
δίϕθογγος (diphthongos)  

“having two sounds”  135 
ἕλιξ, ἕλικος (helix, helicos)  

“spiral”  47 
ἔμβρυον (embryon)  “rudimentary 

fruit, ovary”  30 
ἔμβλημα (emblēma)  “inlaid 

work”  67 
ἔντερα (entera)  “bowels”  25 
εὐ (eu)  “good” or “well”  27, 88 
γε (ge)  “earth”  23 
γόνος (gonos)  “seed”  11 
γιγνώσκειν (gignōskein)  “to 

learn”  43 
 

 
ἰᾱτρός (iatros)  “physician”  6 
καλύπτειν (kalypt(ein)  “to cover”   

89 
καλυπτός (kalypt(os)  “covered”  

88 
κρέας (creas)  “flesh”  78  
κρύσταλλος (krystallos)  “ice, 

rock crystal”  32 
κέρας, κερατoς (keras, keratos)  

“the horn of an animal”  53 
μαστός (mastos)  “breast”  51 
μέσος (mesos)  “middle”  31 
ὄνομα, ὀνοματος (onoma, 

onomatos)  “name”  28 
ὄνυμα (onyma)  “name”  27 
ὤψ (ops)  “eye, face”  23-24, 53 
ὀπτός (optos)  “seen, visible”  69 
παν (pan)  “all”  78 
μανής (manes)  “a person who has 

a great enthusiasm for 
something”  106 

πτερόν (pteron)  “wing”  47 
πρόβλημα (problema)  “a difficult 

question”  67 
ῥεῖν (rhein)  “to flow”  10 
σπεῖρα (speira)  “a winding, a coil, 

twist, wreath, anything wound 
or coiled”  57 

τόπος (topos)  “a place”  27 
χρῡσάνθεμον (khrysanthemon)  

“golden flower”  30 
χρῡσός (khrysos)  “gold”  30 
χρῡσαλλίς (chrysallis)  “the gold-

colored sheath of butterflies”  32 
χθών (chthon)  “ground”  132 
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Old English 

spir  “a sprout, shoot, spike, blade, 
tapering stalk of grass”  57 

nest  “bird's nest; snug retreat,”  
also “young bird, brood”  61 

senden  “send”  63 

sellan  “to give, furnish, supply, 
lend; surrender, give up; deliver 
to; promise”  155 

salde  “sold”  155 

French 
 
ballet  “dance”  91 
biopsie  “examination of tissue 

removed from a living body”  53 
bureau  “office, desk”  92 
closet  (Old French) “small 

enclosure, private room”  143 

liqueur  “a sweetened liquor”  96 
resentir  “to feel”  64 
vigne  “the plant bearing the 

grapes from which wine is 
made”  13 

hélicoptère  “device for enabling 
airplanes to rise 
perpendicularly”  47 
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General Index 
 

Amelioration  126, 164 
Aspiration  11, 32, 55  
Associated Bases  See 

Morphology 
Brackets  < >, / /, [  ] explained  2, 3 
Compounding  11, 13, 23, 27, 33, 

34, 50, 56, 67, 75, 76, 82-84, 85, 87, 
91, 99, 107, 116, 118, 125, 138, 
144, 146, 151, 160, 161, 167 

Connotational Shift  42, 65, 120-
121, 125, 164 

Digraph  8-9, 15, 17, 18, 30, 86, 101, 
135, 136 

Etymology 
Demystifies spelling/meaning 

connections and pronunciation 
of <c> and <g> in Latinate 
words  96-98 

Differentiates between British 
  and American spellings  126  
Differentiates between 

homographic bases  43, 53, 57, 
106, 108, 117, 128-129, 131  

Differentiates between 
homophones  141 

Essential for identifying 
morphological families  23, 31,     
43, 44, 47, 50-51, 53, 57, 110, 
117, 120, 135, 147, 154, 160 

Explains Latin compounding and 
stem vowel shift  82-84, 85-87, 
99-100 

Explains spelling of <c> and <ch> 
in Greek-origin words  32 

Explains unexpected sequences 
of English digraphs from 
Greek  135 

 
Explains spellings of unstressed 

vowels and unpronounced 
consonants  38, 40, 47-51, 56-57, 
78-79, 99, 104 

 Helps to establish memorable 
meanings for new elements 
and new words  23, 37, 51, 86 

Helps to explain grapheme 
choices  37, 59 

Helps to explain long-misspelled 
words  33, 36, 109-110 

Provides clues to spellings with 
“double letters”  112, 114, 116 
Reveals connections below the 
surface  93, 95 
Traces connotational shifts in 

words over time  125 
Etymon  32, 54, 82, 85, 97, 114, 125, 

132, 135 
Grapheme  17, 18, 21, 30-31, 32, 37, 

39, 40, 43-44, 63, 76, 81, 92, 97, 
101, 114, 134, 141, 146-147, 153  

Grapheme/phoneme correspond-
ence  81, 141, 143, 146 

Greek letters  χ and k  30-31 
Homophones  58-59, 110, 124, 128-

129, 139-141, 150, 163, 124, 128-
129 

Homophone principle  58, 139 
I before e except after c  “rule”  7-

8 
IPA  2-3, 47, 69, 71, 78, 99, 135, 155, 

166 
Lexical stem  3, 19, 22-23, 94, 99,  

116, 144, 146, 161, 167  
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Morphology 
Base elements 

Single-letter base  19 
Two-letter bases  15-18, 20-21, 

22-23, 42-43, 82-83 
Associated bases  19-21, 63, 

65, 68, 83, 85-87, 89-90, 100-
102, 110, 161 

Free or bound bases  8, 13, 16-
18, 56-57, 63-65, 70, 80, 83, 
106-108, 110, 114, 118, 122, 
123, 124, 128, 131, 161, 167 

Homographic bases  16-18, 
34, 43, 44, 56-57, 63-65, 96, 
106-108, 117, 128-129, 131, 
140, 161  

Homographic bases where 
one is bound and the other 
free  16, 55, 103, 127-128, 
130, 161 

Prefixes 
Assimilated  16, 67, 107, 112, 

114-115, 116-117, 120, 163 
Intensifying  34-35, 38-39, 55, 

64-65, 72-74, 114-115 
Connecting vowel letters 

<i, o, u>  11, 15, 20-21, 22-24, 
26, 27-28, 33-35, 82, 160, 167 

Orthographic denotation  3, 19, 
40, 82, 130 

Pejoration  120-121, 125-126, 164 
Phoneme  2, 3, 15, 30, 44, 59, 80-81’ 

91, 101, 141, 146-147, 152, 153, 
163, 168 

Pronunciation shift  13-14, 21, 34, 
35, 38, 40-41, 42-44, 45-46, 72-74, 
76, 80-81, 91-92, 96-98, 101-102, 
110, 114-115, 124, 131, 142, 146-
148, 158 

Root  17, 21, 25, 27, 32, 43, 50, 51, 
68, 75, 82, 84, 87, 90, 96, 101-102, 
110, 112-113, 125, 130, 144, 146, 
156, 157, 161 

“Silent” letters  13, 38, 40, 42, 45 
Stress  21, 34, 57, 58–59, 63, 69-71, 

78-79, 91-92, 96, 101, 104-108, 
159, 167 
Spelling of unstressed vowel 
  revealed by family  21, 55-57, 

 78-79, 80, 99, 104-108 
Stem vowel shift in 

compounding  34 (footnote), 82, 
83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 99-100, 161 

Suffixing Conventions  167 
Doubling convention  3, 16, 100 

(footnote), 105 (footnote), 167 
<e> convention  3, 13, 15-16, 34-

35, 75-76, 100, 124, 128-129, 
130, 140, 141, 144-146, 148, 
151-152, 167 

<y> to <i> convention  3, 17, 167 
Syllable division  42-44, 51, 67-68, 

69-71, 101-102, 103, 108, 142-148, 
153 

Trigraph  135, 136


